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Training
·In 1958, NASA was formed from parts of many 

agencies:

·NACA

·Army

·Navy

·Air Force

·Coast Guard

·Training was occurring in all of these organizations 
and at many locations



Training
·Definition of training:
·An activity leading to skilled behavior or

·The acquisition of knowledge, skills, and 
competencies as a result of the teaching of 
vocational or practical skills

·At the time, when the National Space Act was passed 
and NASA was formed, no one knew:
·What the skills would be needed to fly in space

·What knowledge would be needed to fly in space

·What attitudes would be needed to safely fly in space

·This created a unique dynamic situation



Mercury
·Initiated in 1958, completed in 1963, Project Mercury 

was the United States' first man-in-space program

·The objectives of the program, which made six 
manned flights from 1961 to 1963, were specific:

·To orbit a manned spacecraft around Earth

·To investigate man's ability to function in space

·To recover both man and spacecraft safely.







Mercury Systems
·Less than 50 switches and controls

·No on-board computer, rate gyros for stabilization

·RCS for rotation, no translation capability

·Three solid rockets for retrofire

·Environmental control good for ~48 hours

·Training:

·Mercury Procedures Trainer in St. Louis and at MCC-
Cape

·Analog host computers only




